
Notif-IT – a short introduction 

Safety Unit 

Christoph Kaupat 

28 June 2013 
Results of the European Commission’s 

«Task Force on National Safety Rules» 
N° 1 



Why notifications? 

• Article 8 of Directive 2004/49/EC (the Railway 
Safety Directive) requires Member States to 
notify their national safety rules to the 
Commission 

• Draft rules (new!) 
• Adopted rules 

• Article 17 of Directive 2008/57 for 
interoperability requires national technical rules 
to be notified as well 
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Good to know 

The Notif-IT database has been developed as an aid to:  

- the parties involved in the notification process to:  

• facilitate the notification and validation process as much 
as possible  

• give more flexibility for Member States, the Commission 
and the Agency  

• allow the interaction during the validation process  

- stakeholders, rule users, to:  

• make the railway safety and technical rules more 
transparent and accessible 
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Comments on rules in Notif-IT 

• Once the Member State uploads the draft rule to 
Notif-IT, other member States and the sector are 
invited to submit their comments within two 
months. 

• Submitted comments will be made public. The 
comments are important for transparency and for 
further decision-making by the Member State 
concerned, the Commission, ERA and RISC  
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Notification  of draft NSR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

Notification of draft rules has to be developed in Notif-IT 
•All notified drafts will be public 

•Process duration from 4 to 10 months: 

• Sector and MS could comment (2 months) 

• ERA checks NSR status, classification, etc. (in parallel) 

• EC checks NSR status and content (2 months) 

• If EC has serious doubts, RISC procedure (6 months) 

• Option 1: ask ERA for its opinion 

• Option 2: informal dialogue with MS 

• EC decision if doubts are confirmed 

 

• The rule shall be withdrawn or amended if required 

• Adopted rules registered definitely in Notif-IT 
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Analysis by the Commission 

Article 8(7) establishes the grounds for the analysis 
of the adequacy of the draft NSR:  

• the draft safety rule is incompatible with the CSMs;  

• the draft safety rule is incompatible with achieving 
at least the CSTs;  

• it constitutes a means of arbitrary discrimination;  

• it constitutes a disguised restriction on rail transport 
operations between Member States  
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Thank you very much for your attention! 

Access to Notif-IT: 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/risdb 

Contact: 

NSR@era.europa.eu 
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